Results of the 2005
CQWW RTTY DX Contest

BY GLENN VINSON,* W60TC, AND PAOLO CORTESE,T 12UlY

24-25, 2005, after Hurricane Katrina had, at the beginning of the

month, devastated New Orleans, one of the hotbeds of RTTY con-
testing and DXing in the U.S., and in the midst of Hurricane Rita attack-
ing the Texas and Louisiana coasts. While flying down to Ecuador from
Miami on Wednesday before the contest began, KBAW and W6OTC
saw the circular clouds of Hurricane Rita stretching out for hundreds of
miles in the Gulf of Mexico, and they knew this would not be a good con-
test for our friends on the U.S. Gulf Coast, most of whose antennas had
already been significantly damaged or destroyed by Katrina. Nev-
ertheless, a few Louisiana RTTY stalwarts such as Don, AA5AU (who
managed to work 13 hours), did overcome their enormous adversities
to make contacts with the rest of us.

Overall, while solar Cycle 23 continued its slow decline, holding at a
solar flux index of about 84 during the contest period, RTTY contest par-
ticipation continued to grow. Logs submitted this time increased from
1250 to 1361, again setting a new record for any RTTY contest in his-
tory. CQ WW RTTY and CQ WPX RTTY continue to set new records
each year for the number of entries, and no doubt this latest record will
be exceeded soon. In 2005, logs were received from 110 countries on
all continents except Antarctica. Please check the “Summary” section
in this article for other interesting statistics about the contest.

Our good friend Joe Wittmer, K9SZ, has retired from his log-check-
ing duties. Thanks to Joe for his countless hours spent wrangling through
logs for the past few years. Fortunately, Paolo Cortese, 12UlY, present-
ly World Record Holder and champion in the CQ WPX RTTY Single Op
All Band category, stepped in to fill this essential role. He was greatly
assisted this time by N8BJQ, W3ZZ, and RW3FO.

While the largest number of contacts was made on 20 and 15 meters,
scores continued to increase on all bands other than 10 meters.
However, for those able to take advantage of north-south paths, 10
meters continued to provide significant contacts and multipliers, and
results there bounced back from those of 2004. New single-op world
records were set for all bands other than 10 meters, and even on 10
three northern African stations exceeded the previous single op 28 MHz
record set in 2000.

To assist you in entering the proper category in your Cabrillo-format
log, this time we changed the headings below to correspond to the spe-
cific Cabrillo categories required to be submitted to the robot. Note that
while the robot accepts high, low, and QRP power designations for sin-
gle-band entries, and high and low power designations for Assisted cat-
egory, the rules do not distinguish power levels except for Single Op All
Band and Multi-Single entries (with the sole exception of Multi-One).

The 19th annual CQ WW RTTY DX Contest was held September

Single Operator

Single-Op All High. European Single Operator High Power results were
particularly good in 2005, with both of the top two finishers breaking the
previous European record set by EM@I in 1999. In world first place, and
establishing the new European record, was S50A (op: S57AW), scoring
4,017,788 points (2489 QSOs, 641 mults). Close behind was 9A5W, who
scored 3,885,759 points (2411 QSOs, 639 mults). JH4AUYB moved up to
world third with 2,571,270 points (1855 QSOs, 494 mults). The difference
between world fourth and fifth places was one of geography: UASMA/9,
with a far-west Asia location in zone 17 (and mostly 3-point contacts)
scored 2,152,500 points (1782 QSOs, 420 mults), while AB5K scored
2,049,743 points with more QSOs and mults (1910 QSOs, 509 mults) but
a lot fewer 3-pointers.

Single-Op Assisted All. This time mult hunting continued to attract
more entrants to SOA, with the biggest scores all coming from eastern
Europe. LY2IJ won the category with a score of 3,436,290 points (2338
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Andrei, NC2N (EW1AR), winner W2 Single Op, All Band, Assisted.

QSOs, 594 mults). Close behind was RD3A, who scored 3,205,020
points (2276 QSOs, 587 mults). EO7Q repeated as world third, sub-
stantially increasing his score to 2,797,254 points (2051 QSOs, 557
mults).

Single-Op All Low. SOL scores increased somewhat compared to
2004. The winner this time was Wanderley, ZX2B (PY2MNL), who
moved from SOA class (world second in 2004) to SOL with a good score
of 3,041,031 (1910 QSOs, 537 mults). 2004’s winner, CN8KD, was sec-
ond in 2005, increasing his score to 2,584,905 points (1947 QSOs, 443
mults). 2004’s world second, LZ9W (op: LZ2HM), made a higher score
this time but slipped to world third with a score of 2,131,225 points.

Single-Op 10M. In 2004, the single band 10 meter winner scored only
34,000 points. This time, several scores increased substantially as more
people recognized that the band is actually open more frequently than
most think, even during these periods of low solar flux. Not surprisingly,
the top two scores were from South America, with its fairly reliable north-
south propagation to the U.S., and to a lesser extent to Europe. World
first, by a substantial margin, was LU1HF, scoring 285,576 points (666
QSOs, 146 mults). LU5SFII was second with 62,720 points, while KH7X
(op: KH6ND) came close to the SO 28 Oceania record with 43,296 points.

Single-Op 15M. As in 2004, 15 meters continued to produce new
records. In the 2005 contest, CT3KY established a new SO 21 world
record with 753,830 points (1416 QSOs, 178 mults). In world second, and
breaking the South American record set just a year before, was ZV5R
(op: IVANVN), scoring 650,700 points. 2004’'s world winner, Steve, ZC4Ll,
established a new Asian record with 611,087 points.

Single-Op 20M. As on 15 meters, 20 meter scores continued to
increase in 2005. The top six finishers this time all exceeded the previ-
ous world record set in 2004 by VE2RYY. The winner, and new world
record holder, was CT3IA, with a score of 750,618 points (1341 QSOs,
187 mults). D44AC (op: IV3SKB) scored 733,126 points, while XM6WQ
scored 710,520 points, a new North America record. World fourth was
ET3TK (op: OK1FIA), scoring 653,975 points. Note that CT3IA, D44AC,
and ET3TK all broke the previous Africa SO 14 record set by ZS6EZ in
2000, when solar Cycle 23 was at its peak.

Single-Op 40M. Continuing with a trend begun in 2003, scores on 40
meters moved significantly higher, with many old records falling around
the world. In a tight competition for a new world record, 7X@RY (op:
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The new tribander set up by BRATS (the Broadhurst Receiving and Transmitting Society) for its Multi-Op Single Transmitter high power win
for England as GZBRC.

OK1DF) scored 495,537 points (1125 QSOs,
147 mults). 2004’s winner and previous world
record holder, IY4W (op: IK4AMHB), was close
behind with 462,840 points. CT3EN also broke
the old world record, scoring 396,800 points.
We expect 40 meters will continue to be hotly
contested in 2006, with a new world record
again likely to be set.

Single-Op 80M. After eight years, a new 80
meter world record was finally established, with
GIZKOW'’s 1997 record of 137,862 points be-
ing beaten by multi-year winner S54E, whose
new world record is 154,845 points (646 QSOs,
111 mults). NB1B won world second again, and
also again set new USA and North America 3.5
MHz records, with 124,124 points. Very close
behind, IQ1RY (op: IKIHXN) was world third
with 120,890 points.

Multi-Operator

Multi-One All High. The unique rules of the
RTTY multi-operator, single transmitter class
continue to produce a large number of entries
every year, particularly from European sta-
tions. This time the winner repeated as world
champion and set a new Europe record: UU7J
(ops: UUZJIM, UU4IMG, UUBJIX, UTS5UGR,
UT8NA, UT4ZX, UUBJK, UT9FJ, UR5SFEO,
URSFEL, UT@FF, UUSJIB, UUSMAF) scored
4,299,482 points (2813 QSOs, 638 mults),
inching past OM5M’s 2002 Europe MOH
record of 4,274,004. World second was
HABZIARU (ops: HA1TJ, HALDAC, HAL1DAI,
HA3UU, HA1AH, HA1AR, HA1AV, HA1SN,
HA1SD, HA1DAE), scoring 3,940,288 points
(2401 QSOs, 638 mults). 2004's world second,
RL3A (ops: RU3RQ, RN3BA, RWS3FO,
RX3DCX, UA3ASZ), slipped to third this time,
alhough with a higher score of 3,666,808
points. As we mention annually, the 1999 KH7R
Oceania (2.6mm points) and 1996 TY1RY
Africa (2.7mm points) MOH records continue
to survive without serious challenge.

Multi-One All Low. In 2005, the contest team
at KITTT (ops: KIMK, K1TTT, N20W, W1TO,
WM1K) smashed the NA and USA record for
MOL, scoring 3,177,108 points (2032 QSOs,
639 mults). World second was UT3HWW (ops:
UT4HZ, UY1HY, UZ7HO), scoring 1,059,576
points, while former NA record holder KP2D
(ops: NP2W, KP2VI, NP2DZ, NP2DJ) repeated
as world third with 1,014,344 points.

Multi-Two. The M2 class winner continues
to be the highest scoring station in CQWW
RTTY, and in 2005 HC8N repeated that ac-
complishment. The crew (ops: N5KO,
W60OTC, K6AW, N6DE) made 10,247,580
points (4555 QSOs, 756 mults), near the sta-
tion’s 2002 world record in this class. In world
second this time was the European M2 record-
holdingteam at RU1A (ops: RK1AM, UA1AKC,
UA1ARX, RW1AC, RV1AW, Yuri), which
scored 4,914,399 points. North America
record holder KI1G (ops: KI1G, WF1B, NG1G)
placed third with 4,448,080 points.

Multi-Multi. While the essentially unlimited
class of MOM produced only six entries, each
of these represents an enormous job of orga-
nization and assembling hardware. A tremen-
dous effort from A61AJ established a new Asia
MOM record and substantially raised the bar
for Asia MOM competitors. With a big station,
a rare and highly sought-after UAE QTH, and
a fine group of ops, A61AJ (ops: A61AJ, S50A,
S50AA, S50DX, S50XX, S50YL, S52X,
S56MM, S570NW, S58P, IV3IPS) scored
8,477,014 points (4571 QSOs, 658 mults). In
world second place was PJ2B (ops: WWA4LL,
KOMUG, K5ZM, K9JS), scoring 4,995,536
points (2881 QSOs, 584 mults). Close behind
in world third was RK2FWA (ops: RN2FA,
UA2FB, UA2FF, UA2FX), with a score of
4,554,435 points (2866 QSOs, 633 mults).
2004’s winner beat its previous score but
dropped to fourth in 2005: Z37M (ops: Z31MM,
Z32ID, Z32PT, Z32XA, Z36W) scored
3,993,120 points.

Summary

As CQ WW RTTY completed its 19th year,
Paolo, 12UlY, decided to take a fresh look at
some of the statistics of this contest, one of the
two (with CQ WPX) largest RTTY contests of
the year. For the 1361 logs submitted, a total
of 614,705 QSOs were logged, with 13,385 dif-
ferent callsigns. The most popular logging pro-
gram for this contest was WriteLog (337 logs),
followed by MixW (271 logs) and N1MM Logger
(254 logs). Those of us still using RTTY by
WF1B do not show up in the statistics because
these logs require conversion to Cabrillo for-
mat by some other utility. While all of these
great programs and also others allow one to
submit a log very quickly after the contest, you

will usually find it worthwhile to review your log
to correct obvious errors. For example, this
year, VP9/K9JY was mis-logged in 29 different
variations, and 40310SKY (admittedly a diffi-
cult call to copy just right) was busted in 27 dif-
ferent ways. The point is that reviewing your
own log before submitting it is usually a good
idea and may increase your score.

To check all-time CQ WW RTTY records,
look at <www:.rttycontesting.com>, maintained
by Don, AASAU. For comments by participants,
see the QRM section below. Additional QRM
and a list of the station ops can be found on the
CQ website: <www.cg-amateur-radio.com>.
Go to the contests section, to CQ WW RTTY
Contest, to the 2005 Expanded Results.

We continue to progress with the electronic
submission of logs, with virtually all logs now
being submitted via e-mail to <rtty@cqww.
com>. However, because the participation in
this contest continues to grow so rapidly, some
newer participants neglectto note thatthe rules
for this contest require recording the received
state/province and zone information and sub-
mitting the log in proper Cabirillo format. If the
submitted log does not include all of the critical
exchange data (including zones, states, prov-
inces) from the raw log, the log-checkers can
do little to salvage the log. Accordingly, please
carefully follow the instructions in your logging
software (or your Cabrillo-conversion program)
to be sure that all of the required fields have
been included in your final log before submit-
ting it to the robot. Also remember to read care-
fully any error message from the robot. The
required language in the headers is precise
and noted in each category as shown above—
not simply anything you or your logging pro-
gram decides to put there. Those errors were
the most prevalent in the 300 logs that required
some editing by 12U1Y, N5KO, N8BJQ, W3ZZ,
and RW3FO. In addition, Paulo converted
many non-Cabrillo logs to Cabrillo format prior
to their being submitted into the master log-
checking process. As in prior years, we re-
ceived a large number of checklogs which were
very helpful for log-checking. Thanks to all who
submitted these logs.

The 2006 CQ WW RTTY Contest

The 20th annual CQ WW RTTY Contest will be
held on September 23-24, 2006. Please note
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that Cabrillo-formatlogs are highly encouraged
for all entrants, with e-logs required from all
potential high-scoring entrants in any catego-
ry. Also, any computer-generated log with more
than 100 contacts must be submitted via e-mail
orona3.5-inch diskette via snailmail. For those
who submit diskettes, please remember to
send the diskettes in a protective envelope. E-
mail is clearly the most reliable and easiest
mode for log submissions, but we welcome all
logs, including (subject to the restrictions
described above) paper logs, no matter how
they are sent. Finally, the deadline for log sub-
missions is October 31, 2006. The full text of
the 2006 rules will be published in the July issue
of CQ and on the CQ website at <www.cq-
amateur-radio.com>. Please read the rules
carefully prior to the contest, and please note
that all logs submitted via e-mail go to
<rtty@cqww.com>.

73, Glenn, W6OTC, and Paolo, 12UlY

DX QRM

2M@KDZ: Fine contest, fine conditions, especial-
ly Sunday. 7L3IUE: This contest was really in good
condition. | could enjoy the contest. Warmest
thanks to you. 7P8/JH4RHF: It was a long and
winding road from ZS to 7P, more than 10 hrs. |
just had a few hours to operate RTTY contest at
last! 8P2K: SO2R worked nicely. Great to work 7X
for the first time on RTTY. 9A5W: For the first time
| used SO2R, but | did not read rules before con-
test. That is why | did more than six band changes
during one hour. Solution was to claim myself as
MM station, hi. Next time I'll read rules in advance!
9M6/G30O0K: For this point in the solar cycle
condx were really good, especially on 15m. The
band opened early and stayed that way until late

in the evening. Unfortunately | have a very high
local noise level here (sounds like power lines) so
apologies to the weaker stns | could not resolve
through this QRM. A45WD: Great contest! The
propagation and the participation were much bet-
ter than expected. Since running low power, | was
afraid I'd have to S&P all contest, even if a 4 was
a multiplier for everybody. But | managed some
good runs of JA’s on 10m (Saturday morning) and
Europe (mainly DL stations) on Sunday evening.

CT3EN: | was very motivated to improve last
year’s score, which | did a lot. The first night was
very good. Had good U.S. stations that made my
run for the night and managed to end the first night
with a sum of 585 QSOs. The second night went
to the station early trying to get some European
stations to improve my score, which | did during
the night. DJ4PI: Always a great contest with exel-
lent condx from 80 to 15m. 10m was closed with
only a few openings to south. DK7UM: This time
| didn’t have as much time to spend as | wished.
Still a lot of fun. Mni tnx to all who made it possi-
ble that this contest could take place. DL1EFD:
My first participation of more than a few hours.
Great fun! How about adding this contest to the
CQWW club competition or at least add a sepa-
rate competition. E21YDP: This is the first time in
Multi-Two category. It's Vy fun. Thanks to all for

QSOs. EA3/ DJ6TK: In the last 6 hours strong
thunderstorm and black out of power in this region.
EY8DQ: | am 11 years old. F5RD: A good con-
test. | improved my 2004 score. Except for 10m
(only 3QSO0s) all bands were good. Contacted two
new countries (7X and VP9). Thanks to all who
worked me. See you again in 2006. G@BRC: This
is only the third year this team entered the contest
and the setup was the best we have had. All who
took part thought that it was a great team effort
and brought members together in the club.
G4FKA: First try in this marathon! Not a seri-
ous entry with limited antenna, but great fun to give
points to the serious entrants and get a few more
countries in the log. Pleased that 21 MHz stayed
open well on both days. 28 MHz dead until Sunday
afternoon but too weak to work. GU@ZSUP:
Excellent! A pity 10m didn’t open, but the other
bands seemed to be in good shape, which made
up for that. So pleased to work VP9 on 80 and KH6
on 40m with a very low home-brew inverted-L
antenna. Good to see so many new calls about
too, probably indicating that RTTY is still growing
in popularity. IQ2CJ: Very good activity. This con-
test is getting better year after year! Tnx. IZGEHL:
Many tnx for the best RTTY contest. My score is
better than last year but not enough for me . . . hi.
Many new countries and many new on band! | am

(Continued on page 108)

Log Submissions: <rtty@cgqww.com>

Important On-Line Resources

To prepare for the 2006 contest, please refer to the following on-line resources:
Contest rules: <www.cq-amateur-radio.com>
Contest records: <www.rttycontesting.com>
Cabrillo specifications: <www.kkn.net/~trey/cabrillo/spec.html>
Cabrillo template for this contest: <www.kkn.net/~trey/cabrillo/cqww-rtty.txt>

www.cqg-amateur-radio.com
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